By Ethan Gebert - from Cardinal Newman High School

As a second-generation Italian American, receiving the Order Sons &
Daughters of Italy in America Scholarship would be a privilege and honor.
As the only grandson of my native Italian grandparents, this scholarship
recognizes my academic hard work in all studies, including Italian studies.
My family and I are very proud to be Italian and I hope to further my studies
in Italian in college. This scholarship will allow me to study a semester
abroad in Italy through FAU’s Italian Study Abroad Program.

For forty-five years my grandparents were heavily involved members of the
Antonio Meucci Lodge, NY State Grand Lodge of White Plains, NY. As a
child I participated in many cultural events and celebrations at the lodge;
listening to speakers, watching performances, dancing to Italian music,
speaking Italian with members, and engaging with native Italians and their
personal stories of immigrating to the USA. Their testimonies of dedication,
hope, sacrifice, and hard work to build a prosperous life for their families.
This scholarship represents the courage and fortitude of my grandparents
and relatives who strived to make a new and better life, for which I am
thankful for. I am continuing their legacy of building a bright future and
preserving my Italian heritage and identity as a second-generation Italian
American.

Mio Nonno, sempre dice, “se ti chiami Americano lo devi a un italiano”. If
you call yourself American you owe it to an Italian. Our nation was founded
and built by Italians, and this scholarship is the platform to empower me to
further my academic growth and build a future of prosperity for me and my
family.

I thank you for your time and consideration in the review of my application.
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